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Long Beach WRAP
         Lesson Title or Topic: The Science of Music 
Program Leader: _____________________________          Date: __________


Grade Level: 6-8th    School Site: __________________________

Materials Needed: (List)

1. 1 skinny straw, 1 fat straw, 1 pair of scissors and 1 pair of lungs
Preparation Time:  20 min

Lesson time: 45 min
Content Standard(s) Fun Activity
What will be learned from this activity? (Objective) 

1. Students will understand the importance of science in music.
Steps of the lesson: (Scientific Method of Investigation) 
Introduction: (Questions/Hypothesis): 
Have you ever wondered why we have so many different wind music instruments?

How do those wind instruments make different sounds and why?

When a large volume of air is pushed through the straw rapidly, it makes an obnoxious buzzing sound.  That same instrument can be modified to create a variety of sounds.

Instruction/Activity: (Procedure) 
Making of the Flute:
1. Cut the top corners of the skinny straw 
a. Flatten the end with a pair of scissors.

b. It may take several hard rubs to get it flat.

2. Wet the end of the straw with your mouth and with the straw still in your mouth an inch or so.
a. Blow through the straw to make a buzzing sound.

b. If you have a difficult time doing this, you are not using enough air or you need to put more of the straw in your mouth.
Making of the Trombone:

1. Insert the fat straw over the skinny straw and make a trombone out of your instrument.

Closure: (Conclusions/Results) 

1. What parts of the skin are most sensitive?

a. Ever notice that when you get bug bites in the summer, a lot of them end up on the upper arm and not the forearm?  (That’s a clue)
